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A'New Residence Management System

To All Foreign
Nationals Living
in Japan

New Residence Management system and Residents’ Basic Register system for foreign nationals will
begin from July 9 (Mon.), 2012. The Alien Registration system will simultaneously be abolished.

We introduce new systems of residence management and Residents’ Basic Register for foreign nationals
as follows.

The following information is based on the leaflets by Immigration Bureau of Japan,Ministry of Justice and
Ministry of Affairs and Communications.

1) New residence management system

To all foreign
nationals residing
in Japan

Beginning on Monday, July 9, 2012,

Startlof{alnewjresidency,
managementisystem!

What exactly is the new residency management system?

@ZIIED A resident card will be issued

@ZITED The period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 years
@ZITED The re-entry permit system will be changed
@YY The alien registration system will be abolished

(Who will be subject to the new residency management system?)

The new residency management system will be applied to all foreign
nationals residing legally in Japan for the mid- to long-term with resident
status under the Immigration Control Act (hereinafter referred to as “mid-
to long-term residents” ) and, moreover, foreign nationals who do not come
under any of the following 1 through to 6.

(1) Persons granted permission to stay for 3 months
or less

(2) Persons granted “Temporary Visitor” status

(3) Persons granted “Diplomat” or “Official” status

(4) Persons recognized by Ministry of Justice
ordinance as equivalent to the foreign nationals
in the aforementioned (1) to (3)*

(5) Special permanent residents

(6) Persons with no resident status**

This new system will apply to mid- to long-term residents in Japan, such as
those married to a Japanese national as well as Japanese descendants
( “nikkei” ), whose status of residence is “Spouse or Child of Japanese
National,” “Long Term Resident,” etc., those working for an employer in
Japan, whose status is “Engineer,” “Specialist in Humanities/International
Services,” etc., as well as technical interns, students, and permanent
residents. It will not apply to those visiting Japan for a short period of time

as a tourist.

*The Ministry of Justice ordinance specifies staff of the Japanese office of the Association of East Asian
Relations and the Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan who have “Designated Activities”
status, and their families.

** While illegal residents can be registered under the present alien registration system, they cannot be
registered under the new residency management system. Any foreign national illegally staying in Japan is
advised to immediately visit the nearest Regional Immigration Office and follow the necessary procedures.
For more details, please see the “Information on Procedures to Follow at Immigration Offices” on the
Immigration Bureau of Japan’ s website.
(http://www.moj.go.jp/nyuukokukanri/kouhou/nyukan_nyukan87.html)

m A resident card will be issued

B What exactly is a resident card?

A resident card will be issued to mid- to a long-term residents when
granted ermission pertaining to residence, such as landing permission,
permission for change of resident status and permission for extension of
the period of stay.

Note: All or part of the information printed on the resident card will be recorded in an IC chip embedded
for the purpose of preventing the resident cards from being forged or altered.

Point 2 | The period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 years

By changing the maximum period of stay to “5 years,” the period of stay
set for each resident status will be modified as shown below.

Period of stay

Major r n
ajor resident status (Those in green are new)

Employment status with “Engineer,”
“Specialist in Humanities/
International Services,” etc.
Excluding “Entertainer” and
“Technical Intern Training.”

5 years, 3 years, 1 year, 3 months *

4 years and 3 months, 4 years,
3 years and 3 months, 3 years,
2 years and 3 months, 2 years,
1 year and 3 months, 1 year,
6 months, 3 months *

“Student”

“Spouse or Child of Japanese
National,” and “Spouse or Child of
Permanent Resident”

5 years, 3 years, 1 year, 6 months

* The "3 months” period of stay was set for those who plan to stay in Japan for up to three months. In this
case, the new residency management system does not apply and no resident card will be issued.

Point 3 | The re-entry permit system will be changed

B A special re-entry permit system will be introduced.
Foreign nationals in possession of a valid passport and resident card (*1)
who will be re- entering Japan within 1 year of their departure to continue
their activities in Japan (-2) will, in principle, not be required to apply for a
re-entry permit. (This is called a special re-entry permit.)

Be sure to present your resident card at departure.

Foreign nationals who have departed from Japan on a special re-entry
permit will not be able to extend that permit while abroad. Please note that
such foreign nationals will lose their resident status if they fail to re-enter
Japan within 1 year of their departure 2.

(*1) The special re-entry permit system also applies to those in possession of a passport stating “A
resident card is to be issued later” . or an alien registration certificate deemed to be equivalent to the
resident card (for more details, please see Point 4).
(*2) If your period of stay expires within 1 year after your departure, please ensure that you re-enter
Japan before the expiration of your period of stay.

The special re-entry permit system does not apply to those falling
under any of the following.

O Those whose resident status is in the process of revocation

O Those whose confirmation of departure is suspended

O Those who have received a written detention order

O Those who are in the process of a refugee application and
staying with the resident status of “Designated Activities”

O Those who are specified by Japan’ s Ministry of Justice to be a
threat to Japan’ s national interests or public order, or for other
good reasons to be in need of a re-entry permit for the sake of
fair control of entries and departures.

B The maximum validity period of a re-entry permit is set at “5 years.”

The maximum validity period of a re-entry permit issued after
implementation of the new system (July 9th, 2012) is to be “5 years,”
instead of the current “3 years.”
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Point 4 | The alien registration system will be abolished

When the new residency management system goes into effect, the
alien registration system will be abolished.

B Alien registration certificates for mid- to long-term
residents will be deemed, for a certain period, to
be equivalent to the resident card.

Mid- to long-term residents are asked to keep their alien registration
certificates until a resident card is issued since the alien registration
certificate will be deemed, for a certain period, to be equivalent to the
resident card in legal procedures at Regional Immigration Offices and
residential procedures at municipal offices after implementation of the new
residency management system. Mid- to long-term residents will be asked to
exchange their alien registration certificates for a resident card when
filing an application or notifications involving the issue of a new resident
card at a Regional Immigration Office, or can exchange the certificates for
a card at their own request at a Regional Immigration Office.

Period in which an alien registration certificate is deemed to be

equivalent to the resident card

The period in which an alien registration certificate is deemed to be
equivalent to the resident card depends on the resident status and age of
the foreign national as of July 9, 2012.

Please take note that the period may end before the next confirmation date written
in your alien registration certificate.

Permanent Resident

16 years or older Until July 8, 2015

SRR ENEEE el Whichever comes earlier, July 8, 2015, or the individual’ s 16th birthday

Designated Activities *
*Applicable only to those granted permission to stay for 5 years for specified research activities, etc.

Whichever comes earlier, the expiration date of the period of stay,
or July 8, 2015

Whichever comes earlier, the expiration date of the period of stay,
S LLURARLCERRIN )y 8 2015, or the individual’ s 16th birthday

Other resident status

16 years or older The expiration date of the period of stay
Whichever comes earlier, the expiration date of the period of stay,
SRR EEE (- the individual’ s 16th birthday

p
Q. Do | need to immediately replace my current alien
registration certificate with a resident card?

A. You are not required to replace your alien registration certificate with a new
resident card immediately after the start of the new residency management system
(although you may do so if you so wish). The alien registration certificate that mid- to
long-term residents currently possess will be deemed equivalent to a resident card for
a certain period from the enforcement date of the amended act.

If you are a foreign national other than a permanent resident, you will generally receive
your resident card when granted permission for an extension of the period of stay or
other permission after the start of the new system.

If you are a permanent resident, you will be required to apply for a resident card, in
principle, within three years from the start of the new residency management system.

16 years or older

Vs

@ Residents’ Basic Register system for foreign nationals (foreign nationals will be
eligible to receive a Residence Record (juminhyo) as same as Japanese citizens

In'accordance with
the partial amendment of
the Basic Resident Registration'Act,
foreign residents will be eligible to receive
a Residence Record(juminhyo).

This will make administrative procedures
at your local government simpler and more convenient.
The new system will come into effect
from July 9,2012 and the Alien Registration Act
will simultaneously be abolished.

Official certificates(such as copies of the

® Resident Records) for households composed
of both Japanese and foreign residents will
now list all members regardless of nationality.

When notifying your municipality of a change

m of address, your address will automatically be
changed for various government services, such
as National Health Insurance, all at once.

3 In the past, you had to notify both the Regional

® Immigration Bureau and your municipality of
changes to your status of residence and period
of stay. Now you will only have to report to the
Regional Immigration Bureau.

Please Note

If you already have an
Alien Registration Certificate

If you newly enter Japan after the system comes into effect

Who is eligible for the Resident Record? What is listed on it?

If you are a foreign resident with a
fixed abode and whose status is
listed in the graph below, you will be
eligible for a Resident Record. Note
that temporary visitors such as
tourists are not required to register.
Furthermore, both foreign nationals
and Japanese citizens will have the
same items listed on their Resident
Record, as outlined on the right.

Foreign nationals granted a status

Medium to Long-Term of residence other than the
Resident following: 1) those granted
Persons holding a permission to stay for less than 3
( Residence Card ) months 2) persons with temporary
visitor/diplomat/official visa status.

1 Your Name/Name of the Householder and
your relationship to them 2 Date of Birth 3 Sex
4 Domicile 5 Information regarding enrolment
in National Health Insurance, the National
Pension Plan, etc.

Besides the above, the following items apply
only to foreign nationals: 1 Nationality/Region
2 Date the person became a foreign resident in
Japan. In addition, the following items will be
listed depending on your status.

Details of Status Iltems Listed

- Your Status of Residence as
listed on the Residence Card,
period of stay and its expiration
date, Residence Card number

- The fact you are a Medium to
Long-Term Resident.

Special Permanent

Persons recognized as Special - The number noted on your

Resident Permanent Residents under the Special Permanent Resident
Persons holding Special Special Act on Immigration Certificate
Permanent Resident Control. - The fact you are a Special
Certificates Permanent Resident.

- Period of stay noted on the
received a landing permit for certificate of permission for
- temporary refuge pursuant to the temporary refuge or provisional
GEISTENENIERRNIEECUES  mmigration Control Act, and those ~ stay
for temporary refuge or who are temporarily residing in - The fact you are a person
provisional stay Japan after applying for refugee granted permission for

status. temporary refuge or provisional
stay.

Foreign nationals who have

- The fact you are a person who
may continue to stay
transitionally in Japan by birth
or those who have lost
Japanese nationality.

Foreign nationals who are born in
Japan to foreign parents or who
have renounced Japanese
nationality.

Such persons may continue to
stay in Japan up to 60 days
without acquiring a status of
residence.

* Information that was required under the Alien Registration Act, such as your domicile or residence in the

country of your nationality, place of birth, occupation and passport number, will not be listed on your
Resident Registration.

Persons who may continue to
stay transitionally in Japan
by birth or those who have

lost Japanese nationality

If you change your Japanese address
after the new system comes into effect

@®Up until the new system comes into effect,
any amendments you make to your registered
details under the existing Alien Registration
Act will be reflected on your Provisional
Resident Record. Please ensure that you
notify your local government of especially
important matters, including changes to your
status of residence and period of stay.

@Until the new system comes into effect, please
continue to follow normal procedures based
on the existing Alien Registration Act.

For further information or inquiries:

shimin-ka(Registers Section) at City Hall
Tel.048-922-0151 (ext.2425)

If you do not fully understand Japanese, call
Intercultural Information Corner
Tel.048-922-2970(direct)

@After the system comes into effect, medium to long-term residents who newly enter Japan
from abroad upon a previously unused visa must submit their Residence Card* within 14
days of entry, along with other necessary paperwork, in order to register a ‘moving-in
notice’ at your local government office. At this time, if your householder is a foreign
resident, official documents to prove your relationship to them will be necessary. If these
documents are in a foreign language, you must also submit a Japanese translation.

* Others: For those who do not have a Residence Card, other suitable documents include Special address.

Permanent Resident Certificates, Certificates of Permission for Provisional Stay, Certificates of Permission
for Temporary Refuge, or your passport stating that a Residence Card will be issued at a future date.

* Re: New Residence Management system and

New Parmanent Resident system

“Immigration Information Center” (weekdays between 8:30 to 17:15)
Tel.0570-013904 (IP phone, PHS, International call: Tel. 03-5796-7112)

HP: http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/newimmiact_1/en
*Chinese, Korean, Spanish and Portuguese are available.

®When you change address, you must apply for a
“notification of moving out” and submit this to your
new local government when you move in.

®You will also need either your Residence Card, your
Special Permanent Resident Certificate or Alien
Registration Certificate when submitting a change of

When moving overseas, even if you have a Re-entry Permit, you will need to submit a “notification of moving out”.

* Re: Residents' Basic Register system
for foreign nationals
HP: http://www.soumu.go.jp/main_sosiki/jichi_gyousei/
c-gyousei/zairyu.html

*Leaflets(PDF) in English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish and
Portuguese are available from this pasge..
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