Guidebook Soka explains about life in Japan and
about how society works in 8 languages. Choosing
the information you need is easy with each topic
introduced in a separate pamphlet. Guidebook Soka
is available at the Registers Section and the
Intercultural Information Corner in the City Hall and
also at Service Centers.

Make use of this to fully enJ oy your hfe in Soka
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Intercultural Information Corner
Information and advice about life in Soka for foreign
residents is available from the volunteer staff at the

Intercultural Information Corner.
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Mon. Wed. Fri.  9:00am~5:00pm
7™ floor of City Hall Main Bldg.
Tel. (048) 922-2970 (direct)
Fax. 927-4955
E-mail soka-kokusai@juno.ocn.ne.jp
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Foreign Resident Registration
Family Register

Seal (hanko)Registration
Housing

Moving & Resident Groups
Gas, water, phone etc.
Rubbish Disposal
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Getting Married
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Working in Japan
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A-1 Visa Information



A-1. Visa Information A-1. 3 ;[E Hh—?@i ﬁ:%
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To enter and stay in Japan (not including sightseeing and other short-term i /”K‘:ME L. {fﬁf (i @;ﬁﬁ;ﬁ}%%: i§< )y F B0 % 1. %ﬁﬁr é%\
isits), you need to get a passport from the government of your country and a Qe wn s LA Tonh
ey 0 8¢ A Passb 8 Y Y € DB B RAT LI fok (S AK— 1) &5 £e, Elztwﬂ“%/\a
visa (status of residence) from the Japanese Embassy or Consulate. o s e
The length of time you can stay in Japan is called the "period of stay", and OkffifiT, SUERD & (£9) %i’i JHZ Lk 753%%“5‘?—0 H ZMCY%YT:'C“
A & ) &) EVD ) ENA iz &
this is decided when you arrive in Japan. X AHME T fl}‘ﬁﬁﬁf"ij L, fﬁﬁ/ﬁ;qf’ﬁ‘i ;t]i.ﬁ%ﬁ RS SET,
1. Residence Card 1. EEy—F
(1) What is a residence card? vy
. .. . . (1) fEEI—F&IX
A residence card is issued at the airport to mid- to a long-term (3 month or Svws Lm< b Bot o E i 5o ciEA K00e) Az u
longer) residents who enter Japan. £t L%%%O T, R EHIH (3 il L/U:) AARIZAE ¥ T 25 E
iZws52< L
From June 14th, 2026 you can get a “Specified Residence Card” that K ESE *72{;5%7‘03 IENG 7—);’}3 H— K 2 Qﬁ éhij‘
integrates residence card and My Number Card functions. 9026 45 6 J 14 H LU <4 o "—h— F & *{Zliélfoto - LT gj;w%jlajj_
*Residence card is necessary for resident registration to receive ]\“75‘;%[];}5%“6% HEolThFE L,
administrative services (National Health Insurance, Child Allowance, R e v bt Erond - <mmmiEs 5
Education, National Pension Program etc) s 1T B ¥ — B % (.E@E@ﬁéﬁﬁ\ L%%%?é’l A, BEREE fci &) -40)
*After the registration your My Number (Individual Number) will be given i Y_‘V)E’b};j\j —F ;}f%o < rrbj%;hp < ? %} %%@%‘:@fg z)n \gfj‘
and “Specified Residence Card” will be issued. % %@%7/{ ‘)‘//\—ﬂﬁ’éf <t f g’];jj_ Rl g F o Ne—h— B

If you have “Specified Residence Card” and go through procedures such as
*ﬁ—‘ﬂﬁ =y W ”F%FTET‘ W H— K] 75%?1? SNFET,
TRHETE B 1 — 1) 2% & (E W — Femd Frss—p— e %ﬁé
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visa extension at the immigration bureau, your “My Number Card” will also

O A0
: ]

be updated. So you will no longer need to go to

your city hall. Details: see
Immigration

QR code

[=]:

“Specified residence card” is not mandatory.

(2) Information printed on a residence card besides a photo

(photo is required for those who are 1 and over)

SV Y] . Fawn CroiEH /L_&:L/w Ny i“: ’L_a‘L/v
(DFull name, birth date, sex and country or region (2) TR A—RIZEREEINDIE W (BFELSN) * 1 BIF G
@Address (@Status of residence and expiry date of the period of stay D EEN) A w“’”%” ¢ F%/%ﬁio‘ ¥ U%’g . i’jﬁ‘f
@Residence card number, date of issue and expiry date of the period of stay Lot KU LS SVhwdE AAEADED O
_ OfE/EH OFE B &, /£ B WM T oR
®Presence or absence of restriction on employment - I
® Permission of engaging in activity outside scope permitted, where DIERE I—RFOEE., A0 T 0
applicable Lods5unith 5 ¥ LS B ool & oh
® 5t 57 il R o> A O@EHINEIFF A 22T CND EXTEDE
” SN AUK PR é,L ) P AR r A B o O T

*The card will not display “period of stay”, “type of permit”, “date of permit”

Bl > U &=
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and “date of issue” and will be recorded including the above information S N .

only in the IC chip. SN0 FELOFH Eié: EHizIC ?y7°6:@%t§ﬂ$%éﬂi?“o



2. Procedures at a Regional Immigration Bureau 2. L{;Efﬁ Ej B )%ﬁ );%*Go)ri%%
You need to notify or file items other than the place of residence at a GoILs Eane ssaus ey ey ) s ;!é o Ep) e
Regional Immigration Bureau with your passport, residence card and a Jf P @ﬂfi% EU‘%@ EE %DEL ?,)'fuj i‘< . R”’;' S Vi ff' - —FER
photo (4cm X 3cm; no photo for those who are under age 16) etc. (ft4em X H3cem) 72 & 75_’-?%30 T, WA EHE-EEHERT ﬁ WET,
NS E DA ZH5LA
(1) Updating the validity period of the residence card (1) 7 BHMOES
. . . . v B oY eI EMA  ZABLED
To extend your period of residence beyond the current period without AFETCLEIUEEEZT A0 E ;Jg HiRH % 4E E L7 e X,
1 ] LAt D) ENLEALY X5 p)
changing the purpose of your stay, apply for the renewa.l of your .\zlsa statgs. 513, 7 BH;H\;H i3] (ﬁﬁ T 0) 3 75)}% FJIJ R 7LH FTWET,
You can apply from 2 months before the end of your period of residence (visa NG aY & o3
expiry date). Be sure to do this BEFORE your visa expires. Cﬂf‘u J% 4 IR A8 )Jé”b%f) FJIJ CREELTLEE N, o
% If you have a “Specified Residence Card”, valid period of My Number Card KRR TE B 1 — R IUT~ A o "—d— R & LCOA R b 85
will be extended. SNET,
(2) Changing your status of residence (visa status) WaIng ok
If the purpose of your stay has changed, you need to change your visa s f; %;%*fe = Ld e s st s
status. (Example: students who are going to work in dJapan after BUEDIER H B L 158> 8 LWAR 7ﬁ§’C“?:'< Tt sbic, (ERITEMs 225 L
. L D I B<EY Ly d i En FOX 1 ') 12 A [Ey=)
graduation.) vk, (Bl B B ARG, RATE ) b H L ERY)
(3) Re-issuance of a residence card (3) S:Lt vy é?ﬁ Ko ﬁ = { ‘J‘
In case your residence card is lost, stolen, severely damaged or defaced, shls Eom w X cesss s P
*No fee is required for the reissuance of a residence card. (You should pay in % 7 L\/)%j{:& piﬁéé%ij“cj‘o (2{: j\ 0)%{5/\ ) ﬁ&ﬁ@fﬁm/b\ j%y)ﬂ?)
1 ShLD LSRN [E g A Funso Lo L: Ok Lo
case you hope to_ exchange fo.r your convenience.) ' ; WS UREE DA %&5": %Eﬁ SNAIHERLET. 20 gﬂé%ﬂ]o 7
*In case your residence card is lost or stolen, you need to bring a certificate o NS LM% )
of loss or theft issued by the Police Department and apply within 14 days of H7>5 T4 RDAICHE LR IuiE e ) £ 4.
the day when you noticed this. L Mo ¥ 5 % x
(4) BRRSMEBIF
jal 1t 1 WE b S ) Lip< D HIMOE U I Lw9iZw D
(4) Permls.s1on t(.> I')e.rform ?.ctwltles not covered by yox'u' visa status . e T2 (ERT G D E E T ntF X zthlz % f . ! U\ % ”. W A %
To engage in activities which are currently not permitted under your visa Ebn LERS  Axm fp’)‘c“")ii* Eilws % £z
status such as running a business or working for money, you must get FE 5 %wé%iﬁﬁﬁ e ?Ei P %Hé%@]% LED ETH &I, H”
permission in advance from a Regional Immigration Bureau. bHoTH A g TR %Z?Ef?fﬁ R gIEVAY! ?i’é‘/\/
(Example: students wanting to do part time work, a family member wanting (%ﬁj . )%é . %27 b <H7 SA B %};\ {Tﬁ,fﬂ %pﬂfoc )

to do translating work.)

Ehwpy L Lyl 12 1% A 5 VM <
¥ 48
(5) Getting a status of residence (visa status) for children born in Japan (5 )k (ij/: ) HEIU L( _E'< el ?iﬂ t% b ODf o ; %) oy
If a baby with foreign nationality is born in Japan and will be staying for AARTAENTSNEEETRN6 0 (FT the Wl B A A EnT A
more than 60 days, apply for a visa at a Regional Immigration Bureau within 530 '“EILU\*‘VL\] - éé%tﬁi%éf Eﬁ ;L% % jj"fj{ )ﬁ }Ly)ﬁﬂj S G L <R,

30 days of the birth.



(6)Notification of a change of name, nationality/region, date of birth or
gender

(7)Notification concerning the organization to which the applicant belongs,

or the spouse

(DChange in the organization to which he/she belongs (place of employment
or education)

*In case the existence of the mother organization is the basis of the resident

status, such as an Engineer or College Student.

@Divorce with his/her spouse

*QOnly those who stay in Japan with the resident status “Spouse or Child of
Japanese National” or “Dependent” had divorce or bereavement.

The cases (6) & (7) need to be notified within 14 days after the change to a

nearby Immigration Bureau.

3. Re-entry permits
If you temporarily leave Japan for a year or longer while your visa is still
valid, you will need to get a re-entry permit before you leave. A re-entry
visa allows you to re-enter Japan with the same visa.

(1) Special Re-entry Permit
When a foreign national who has a valid passport and residence card
makes re-entry within one year of departure, no re-entry permission 1is
necessary on principle.

*No fee is required for the Special Re-entry Permit.

*When you leave Japan, be sure to present your residence card and tick the
column indicating your intention of departure by the Special Re-entry
Permit System on an ED card.

*Foreign nationals who have departed from Japan on a Special Re-entry
Permit will not be able to extend the validity period of resident status
while abroad.

Please note that such foreign nationals will lose their resident status and
have to apply for resident status again if they fail to re-enter Japan within
1 year of their departure.

*There are some cases where you are not eligible for the Special Re-entry
Permit.

(2) Period of re-entry
The upper limit of the validity period for the re-entry permit is 5 years.
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(Enquiries)

Immigration Services Agency
O Tokyo Regional Immigration Bureau Information Center
Consultation over the phone or at the window: English, Korean, Chinese,
Spanish, Portugues, Vietnamese, Nepali, Thai, Burmese, Sinhala.
Tel. 0570-013904
Address: 5-5-30 Konan Minato-ku, Tokyo.

+ Get on a bus at stop No. 8 (Shinagawa Futo Junkan route) at the east exit
of JR Shinagawa Station and get off at Tokyo Nyukoku Kanrikyoku-mae
stop.

+ 15-minute walk from the Tennozu-isle Station on the Tokyo Monorail or
the Tokyo Rinkai Line.

O Tokyo Reginal Immigration Bureau Saitama Branch Office
Address: 1st, Fl. Saitama Dai-ni Houmu Sogo Chosha.
5-12-1 Shimoochiai Chuo-ku, Saitama-shi, Saitama
Tel. 048-851-9671

+ 10-minute walk from Yono-honmachi Station on JR Saikyo Line

O Foreign Residents Support Center by Immigration Bureau (FRESC)
https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/support/fresc_4.1html Tel. 0570-011000
Address: 13th FI. Yotsuya Tower; 1-6-1, Yotsuya, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

©Tokyo Regional Immigration Service Bureau
Tel. 03-5363-3025 *Reservatuib only

21 languages are available  Free of charge

k There are other Administrative Bodies (8 in total) such as Japan Legal
Support Center, Tokyo Labour Bureau Consultation and Support Office

for foreigners in this building.
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