Guidebook Soka explains about life in Japan and
about how society works in 8 languages. Choosing
the information you need is easy with each topic
introduced in a separate pamphlet. Guidebook Soka
is available at the Registers Section and the
Intercultural Information Corner in the City Hall and
also at Service Centers.

Make use of this to fully enjoy your life in Soka.
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Intercultural Information Corner
Information and advice about life in Soka for foreign
residents is available from the volunteer staff at the

Intercultural Information Corner.
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Mon. Wed. Fri.  9:00am~5:00pm

City Hall, 2nd floor by the elevator

Tel. (048) 922-2970 (direct)

Fax. (048) 927-4955

E-mail soka-kokusai@juno.ocn.ne.jp
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Visa Information
Foreign Resident Registration
Family Register

Seal (hanko)Registration
Housing

Moving & Resident Groups
Gas, water, phone etc.
Rubbish Disposal
Health Insurance
Nursing Care Ins.
Getting Married
Pregnancy & Childbirth
Child Health
Parenting

Education

Learning Japanese
Tax

Working in Japan
Pension Programs
Drivers License

Cars & Motorbikes
Bicycles

Fun and Learning

Emergencies

Disasters
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Local Facilities|

C-2

Where to ask for help

Guidebook Soka Topics
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C-1. Local Facilities

Soka City is promoting the development of facilities for artistic and cultural
activities as well as for leisure and sports, so that everyone can be active,
regardless of physical fitness, age, etc.

You can apply for using most of the halls, rooms, sports facilities, etc. by

“Manmaru-yoyaku*”

system. At first book the rooms you want to use during
the designated period; from the 1st to 10th of the month (Rooms: 2~3 months
in advance. Hall or special rooms: one year or 6 months in advance) then can
use the room after lot drawing.

* Manmaru-yoyaku system: When you want to use the facilities in Soka City,
Koshigaya City, Yashio City, Misato City, Yoshikawa City and Matsubushi
Town, you can apply for lot drawing, make an inquiry for vacant rooms or
apply for the rooms after lot drawing throughout the year (except the
maintenance period) by PC which is connected to the Internet, smart-phone,
cell phone, telephone or FAX (accepted by a computer).

*Registration in advance is necessary to use this system.

1. Cultural Facilities
(1) Soka-shi Bunka Kaikan (Culture Hall)
Soka-shi Bunka Kaikan functions as a center of cultural and artistic
activities as well as of citizen activities, gender equality and lifelong
education. The Dento Sangyo Tenji Shitsu (Traditional Industries
Exhibition Room) is where the traditional industries of Soka are
introduced. The 1200-seat auditorium can be used for lectures and
concerts. The Free Space in the Community Wing can be used by
individuals and groups for brief gatherings, etc.

+ Hours 9:00 am to 9:30 pm

* Closed 15t Wed. of the month & year-end and New Year holidays (Dec.

29 to Jan. 3)

(Enquiries) Soka-shi Bunka Kaikan (Culture Hall) Tel. 048-931-9325

* Application for the Hall is accepted from one year to 14 days in advance.
Application for lot drawing for special rooms is accepted 6 months in
advance.
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(2) AKOS Hall

AKOS Hall, located in front of Soka Station, is a multi-purpose hall and can
be used for cultural events, art exhibits, lectures, exhibitions and parties.
In addition, there are meeting rooms which can be used by around 35
people for meetings, lectures or parties and a 100 mi gallery for exhibitions.

* Hours  9:00 am to 10:00 pm * Closed January 1
(Enquiries) AKOS Hall Tel. 048- 922-7005

* Application for the Hall and the Gallery is accepted from one year to 14

days in advance.

(3) Kominkan (Public Halls)

Kominkan are social education facilities which can be used by people of all
ages. As a lifelong education base, there are various courses open for

everyone and groups can use them for their activities.
« Hours 9:00 am to 9:30 pm

* Closed Year-end and New Year holidays (Dec. 29 to Jan. 3)
@ Chuo Kominkan Tel. 048-922-5344
@ Kakinoki Kominkan Tel. 048-931-3117
@ Nissato Bunka Center Tel. 048-927-3362
@ Shinden-nishi Bunka Center Tel. 048-942-0778
® Yatsuka Bunka Center Tel. 048-928-6271
® Kawayagi Bunka Center Tel. 048-936-4088

* Application for lot drawing by “Manmaru-yoyaku” is accepted 3 months in

advance for rooms; 7 months in advance for the Hall.
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(4) Community Centers (4) a3a=F4kr¥— (a3Ixy)

Community Centers, Mini Community Centers and the Fureai Centers are ala=F 4k A — I z2ala=FT oL H— Ewg,ﬂg;)b\t R —
the center of community activities. They have meeting rooms and fbigjﬁzwc?oéﬁ ;5_»??& 5 7= &;@%@“5 fmﬁqu— ZE; ;/__\/]\b %Jﬁa;mi\ %u%)f; EnHo .
Japanese-style rooms and can be used for community meetings, club and itiéf; @Z%i ) Jﬁo%:\ B EDIED. T N—TR0W— 7 LT & 5?@3%@ gq:%fﬁﬁ*@
other group activities. xF9,
* Mini Community Centers are NOT staffed. k7B, Imala=F kX ﬂgiﬁtﬁf’@&g)}i*@fo
+ Hours  9:00 am to 9:30 pm FUTBER ZFRIONE A B -5 OIE30 55
- Closed  3rd. Wed. of the month & year-end and New Year holidays (Dec. Susmn o Bo S0 o Ao g et P
929 to Jan.3) - IR EEH %37J<H H 5 & O R (12 A 29H7/5 13H)
(Mini Community Centers are closed during year-end and New Year =R 2 =T A S BERERTZT R
Yh(’“dayS) . U PR TRA% £ Al o Ty 2
* You can a or lot drawin anmaru-yoyaku months in B oA
advance. Y:f: (}:,an apply directlj atyevery Commi’m};ty Center after lot T EE O) %%ﬁ i%\: REET AT Tx jLH TET
drawing. {J%iﬁf a3 a=T 4k H— g'-é% E 048-941-5353
s <ib
Haracho Community Center Tel. 048-941-5353 {bﬁﬁ: Ra=T S Efli 048-924-5300
Sezaki Community Center Tel. 048-924-5300 Tﬁﬁi Al a=T S E‘C.é/iﬁ 048-931-5333
Inari Community Center Tel. 048-931-5333 KR 2 =7 4=y — Al 048927-5692
Hikawa Community Center Tel. 048-927-5692 ;ﬁf}%i:’ Ra=T 18— “/%% 048-928-2321
Yanagishima Community Center Tel. 048-928-2321 /\ﬁlgé Al a=T 4 H— %éﬁ 048-935-4878
Yahata Community Center Tel. 048-935-4878 %4@3 Ra=7 0k F— %-é%jﬁ 048-920-3066
Takasago Community Center Tel. 048-920-3066 %%iajjﬁ[j#%# Rz asa=FT 4 —kLUH—
Soka Minami Mini Community Center E)j]ﬁﬂéﬂjg S ala=T 44—k H—
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(5) Others
There are other facilities available, depending on the purpose you use.

Open hours and application procedures are basically the same as
Kominkan (public halls).

Shimin Katsudou Center (Support Center for Citizens’ Activities)
(752 Yatsuka-cho)  048-920-3580— Apply directly
Seishounen Kouryu Center (Youth Exchange Center)
(752 Yatsuka-cho)  048-920-3581— Apply directly
* The music room and the gymnasium are available for the youth.
+ Kinrou Seishounen Home (Welfare Home for Young Workers) (2-2-8
Sumiyoshi) 048-928-5550
+ Kinrou Fukushi Kaikan (Welfare Hall for Workers) (6-13-20 Asahi-cho)
048-941-6111
—Apply by "Manmaru-yoyaku” or directly at the facility.

(6) Soka City Library

The library provides documents & information which anyone can use to
extend their knowledge. You can listen to reading of a book, watch a puppet
show, watch a movie or listen to a lecture. In addition, there is a tie-up with
Kominkan and Bunka Centers whereby you can check availability, borrow
and return books and make reservation.

- Hours Mon. and Wed. ~ Sat. 9:00 am to 8:00 pm (children’s library
closes at 6:00 pm) Sun. and holiday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

* Closed Tue. (unless the Tue. is a public holiday) for re-shelving and
year-end and New Year holidays (Dec. 29 to Jan. 3)

+ Limitation You can borrow 10 books and 2 audio visual items at one
time. (Registration is necessary.)

+ Loan period 15 days

{Enquiries) Soka City Library Tel. 048-946-3000
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(7) Rekishi Minzoku Shiryokan (Historical Archives Building)
Historical and local inhabitant materials are collected,
displayed.

+ Exhibition contents

(Historical materials) Earthenware, ancient documents, stone tablets

with Buddhist text

(Local inhabitant materials) Farm implements, tools for Senbei (rice

cracker) production, costumes of a Kagura
« Hours 9:00 am to 4:30 pm

- Closed Mondays (if it is a holiday, next weekday)

Year-end and New Year holidays (Dec. 29 to Jan. 3)
+ Entrance  Free

{Enquiries) Historical Archives Building Tel. 048-922-0402

2. Sports Facilities

Most facilities are available for application by "Manmaru-yoyaku.”
(1) Outdoor facilities
(D18ogo Undo Jou (General Athletic Ground)  Tel. 048-935-1739
(What you can do there) Rubber-ball Baseball, Softball, Ground Golf,
Gate ball
@ Yoshi-cho Tennis Court  Tel. 048-924-7977
*cannot use "Manmaru-yoyaku” system
@ Soka Park Tennis Courts Tel. 048-931-9833
@ Multi-Purpose Ground in Soka Park Tel.048-931-9833
(®Kogyo Danchi Park Baseball Ground Tel.048-931-9833

¢Soka Park Club House: Tel. 048-931-9833

® Sezaki Ground (no telephone) *cannot use "Manmaru-yoyaku” system
(What you can do there) Soccer, Ground Golf

(How to book) Groups can book 2 months in advance at Sports Promotion
Section

{Enquiries) Sports Shinko-ka (Sports Promotion Section) Tel. 048-922-2861

% @O ~® You can apply for lot drawing by “Manmaru-yoyaku” on the 1st to
10th of the month 2 months in advance.

3 You cannot apply as an individual for the facilities except @ and @.
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(2) Indoor facilities
D Sports Kenko Toshi Kinen Tai-iku Kan (Commemorative Gymnasium)
Tel. 048-922-1151

(What you can do there)
Volleyball, Basketball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Bound Tennis,
Trampoline (an instructor is needed), Kendo, Judo, Sumo, Archery,
Machine Training (Physical strength test, Physical fitness test)
(How to book) Groups can book 3 months in advance at the Gym.

Individuals can use the gym when there is vacancy.
@ Shimin Tai-iku Kan (Citizens’ Gymnasium)  Tel. 048-936-6239

(What you can do there) Volleyball, Basketball, Badminton, Table Tennis,

Bound Tennis, Trampoline, Kendo

% (How to book (O & @) Groups can apply for lot drawing by
“Manmaru-yoyaku” 3 months in advance (from the 15t to 10th of
the months)

Individual use is available on the limited days, hours and sports or on the

day you want when there is vacancy.

® Shimin Onsui Pool (Citizen's Heated Pool)  Tel. 048-936-6824
(How to book) Individuals can swim any time the pool is open.
(Closed) Mondays (If it is a holiday, next weekday)

2 No reservation required

@ Gymnasium at Soka Junior High School
*cannot use "Manmaru-yoyaku” system
(What you can do there) Kendo, Judo, Volleyball, Basketball,
Badminton, Table Tennis
{Enquiries) Sports Promotion Section Tel. 048-922-2861
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