Guidebook Soka explains about life in Japan and
about how society works in 8 languages. Choosing
the information you need is easy with each topic
introduced in a separate pamphlet. Guidebook Soka
is available at the Registers Section and the
Intercultural Information Corner in the City Hall and
also at Service Centers.

Make use of this to fully enjoy your life in Soka.
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Intercultural Information Corner
Information and advice about life in Soka for foreign
residents is available from the volunteer staff at the

Intercultural Information Corner.
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City Hall, 2nd floor by the elevator

Tel. 922-2970 (direct)

Fax. 927-4955

E-mail soka-kokusai@juno.ocn.ne.jp

H ek -4 A9 RE~F#% 5 I

TAFTE 2 BT L~ — & —Fqi
(EBEFAFE 2 —F— R o FEMBIC L v | THTRONIET
INPO Living in Japan] 2 L CWET,)

TERL - BT WA BEINTTE AR = — T —
Produced by Soka City with cooperation from the
Intercultural Information Corner

(PR 2 8 HEEEERK)

C2HIWVBHA

HE—%

A-1 Visa Information

A-2  Foreign Resident Registration

A-3 Family Register

A4
B-1-1
B-1-2
B-1-3
B-1-4
B-2-1
B-2-2
B-3
B-4-1
B-4-2
B-4-3
B-5-1
B-5-2
B-6
B-7
B-8

Seal (hanko)Registration
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Tax

Working in Japan

Pension Programs
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Drivers License
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Cars & Motorbikes
Bicycles
Fun and Learning

B-11-1 Emergencies

B-11-2 Disasters

C-1
C-2

Local Facilities

Where to ask for help

Guidebook Soka Topics
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B-9-1 Drivers License

To drive a car or motorbike in Japan you need either an international
driver's license issued by a member country of the Geneva Treaty or a
Japanese driver's license.

The following is about how to convert your driver’s license of your own
country to a Japanese license and how to get a driver’s license in Japan.

1. Converting your license to a Japanese driver's license
[Requirements]
@ You have a valid foreign license.
@ You have lived in the country where the license was issued for 3
months or longer after the license was issued.

[How to apply]
Pre-screening is necessary. Visit during the following reception hours.
<Reception hours> 9:30 - 10:00 a.m. 2:00 - 2:30 p.m.
#The officer asks you about your driver’s license in Japanese. If you
cannot communicate in Japanese, go with someone who translates.

[What to take]
@®Application @Thefee @Foreign license and its translation
®Passport (including old ones) @Residence card
@ Certificate of resident record
@2 photos (3cm X 2.4cm, taken within 6 months)
+ A translation of the license is necessary but only translations done by
the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF) or an embassy will be accepted.
JAF Saitama Branch Office Tel. 048-840-0025
+ Included in the procedures are a written exam, a practical exam and/or
an aptitude test etc. The written exam 1is available in different
languages (ask about the language at the pre-screening).
{ Enquiries )
Saitama-ken Keisatsu Unten Menkyo Center (Saitama Pref. Police
Driver’s License Center)
Address: 405-4 Kounosu, Kounosu-shi (10 minutes by bus bound for
Menkyo Center from the east exit of Kounosu Station (JR Takasaki Line)
or 25 minutes’ walk.

The Help Desk : Tel. 048-543-2001
Mon. to Fri.: 3:00 pm~5:00 pm
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2. Getting a New Driver's License
(1) Classes of Driver's License

- Class 1 license

A class 1 license is necessary to drive a car and motorcycle. To drive

a bus or taxi a class 2 license is required.

(2) Types of licenses (this only covers a limited number of license types,

contact your local police station for full information)

License Type Type of vehicle that can be driven

Standard-sized Standard-sized cars, trucks with manual or

manual transmission | automatic transmission, mopeds (motorbikes 50cc

car or less)
Standard-sized Standard-sized cars with automatic transmission,
automatic mopeds (motorbikes 50cc or less)

transmission car

. motorbikes over 50cc and 400cc or less,
Standard-sized .
mopeds (motorbikes 50cc or less)

motorbike
Large-sized All motorbikes
motorbike

Moped only mopeds

*There are private driving schools that provide driving lessons in English

3. Renewing Your Driver's License

(1) Validity

Licenses are valid from the day of issue until the next month of your
birthday 5 years later for people who have had a license for 5 years or
longer and have not had any penalty tickets or accidents for 5 years and are

under the age of 70.
(The validity period is 3 years if you have traffic penalty points. )
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(2) Renewals
Renewals can be done at the Soka Police Station for 2 months, from the
date of one month before your birthday to the next month of expiration
date. (people with traffic penalty points and expired licenses have to go to
the Saitama Unten Menkyo Center in Kounosu.)

(3) What to take
@®The application @ Your driver's license
®Residence Card ®The fee
*You do not need to take a photograph

(Enquiries)
- Soka Police Office Tel. 048-943-0110
+ Saitama-ken Keisatsu Unten Menkyo Center (Saitama Pref. Police
Driver’s License Center )  Tel. 048-543-2001 Ext. 233 (Lecture Section)

4. License De-Merit Point System

The de-merit point system covers car and motorbike traffic violations and
accidents for the past three years. A certain number of points are added for
each violation and accidents and if they total more than a certain amount,
your license may be suspended or cancelled.

% Causing a traffic accident, driving under the influence of alcohol, parking
violations, talking on a cell (mobile) phone while driving, not carrying
your license, not stopping at red lights, interfering with pedestrians and
not maintaining your car properly etc. are some of the reasons for
de-merit points.
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