Guidebook Soka explains about life in Japan and
about how society works in 8 languages. Choosing
the information you need is easy with each topic
introduced in a separate pamphlet. Guidebook Soka
is available at the Registers Section and the
Intercultural Information Corner in the City Hall and
also at Service Centers.

Make use of thls to fuIIy enjoy your I|fe in Soka

A ]\7/7$7Jl]li EIZIKa ’@HZIK“C@%% bﬁ’@ﬂ%i
g A, %Eﬁu “?R%TZ)%@’C“'?”O Ttz
L b Ao TWET, BB — F A BA TS T<

. JL_;@< L L& /V:w < ét‘%ﬁﬁ:“/v <

EEW, mifkpr (TR, EEfMERa—F—), &3 —
MLZHIELXILE DFEESCH

ERELZ—ICBNTH D ET, F7-. %2 I G 1

K%Afﬁm#ﬁévk%f%iﬁ
s pic b o T ER LV ED L% & 5T
TFaL,

Intercultural Information Corner
Information and advice about life in Soka for foreign
residents is available from the volunteer staff at the

Intercultural Information Corner.
ZLEWNESEEA r

E21ED
Ellﬁ*ﬁ;ﬁé:l 1'— RIUT AT ARy TN E W%
TWE & 912 A V
2 fit L UIN *ﬁ DY ES,
Mon. Wed. Fri. 9.00am~5:00pm

City Hall, 2nd floor by the elevator

Tel. 048-922-2970 (direct)

Fax. 048-927-4955

E-mail soka-kokusai@juno.ocn.ne.jp
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B-4-2
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B-10
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c-2

Visa Information
Foreign Resident Registration
Family Register

Seal (hanko)Registration
Hous i ng

Moving & Resident Groups
Gas, water, phone etc.
Rubbish Disposal
Health Insurance
Nursing Care Ins.
Getting Married
Pregnancy & Childbirth

Child Health
Parenting

Education

Learning Japanese

Tax

Working in Japan

Pension Programs
Drivers License

Cars & Motorbikes
Bicycles

Fun and Learning

Emergencies

Disasters
Local Facilities
Where to ask for help
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B-1-1 Housing
Rental housing in Japan includes City- or Prefecture-run public housing and
private housing (apartments, condominiums (called Mansion), and single
units). In Japan there is an original set of rules for renting private housing
(including ‘Key Money” and ‘Deposit Money’) so considers all your options
carefully before renting. Rent for public housing depends on your level of
income.
1. Soka City Public Housing
(1) Available Houses The application is accepted when there is vacancy.
(DKensetsu (Construction) Type: Buildings constructed by Soka City are
offered. Person who meets conditions from (D~@) of below (3) can apply.
@Kariage (Rent) Type: Existing apartments are rented by Soka City and
offered. Person who meets one of the @ (a,b,c,d) conditions in addition to
DO~® conditions of (3).
(2) Application period
January and July (to be announced on the City Newspaper “Koho Soka”)
*We don’t invite an application in case of no vacancy.
(3) Application Requirements
(DOne who is evidently in need of housing
@A person recorded in the Basic Resident Register, has a status of
Permanent Resident and has lived in Soka for one year or longer.
@Monthly total sum of incomes of all the family members is 158,000
yen/month or less
@ a. Family with a single parent
b. Family with disabled member(s)
c. Aged household (60 years old or over. There are conditions for other
family members.)
d. Family who needs to move out from the company’s housing facility
cause of resignation.
e. Household falls under the “Act on the Prevention of spousal violence
and the Protection of Victims”
(4) Joint surety
One joint surety who has a similar income of an applicant or more.
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2. Non-government House at Low Rent
You can check the information on nongovernment-run houses and
apartments of which monthly rent is 50,000 yen or less. A brokerage fee
1s necessary when you make a contact.
The information is viewable on the Internet. "Hato (Pigeon) Mark Net
Property" at
http://www.hatomark.net/realestate/area.html (a link from Soka City HP).
{ Enquiries » Shisetsu-kanri-gakari in Shisan Katsuyo-ka (Facility
Management Unit in Asset Utilization Section) Tel. 048-922-1798

3. Saitama Prefecture Housing

(1) Applications are accepted 4 times a year in Jan., Apr., Jul. and Oct.

(2) If there are too many applications, a lottery will be held.

(3) Screening will take place after you have been selected in the lottery.

(4) Moving in is allowed from 2 months after the application.

(5) Requirements are basically the same as City Public Housing. You need to
have an address in Saitama or be working in Saitama, a valid visa status
of mid-/long-term and paid inhabitant tax etc. fully.

(6)You can apply with an application form in a booklet, distributed in early
Jan., Apr., Jul., and Oct. at the City Hall or service centers, after checking
the necessary information of the houses.

(Enquiries) Sumai Sodan Plaza Ohmiya (Housing Help Desk)
Tel. 048-658-3017

4. Renting a private house (what usually happens)
(1) Contents of a private house lease
(DRent & Management
+ Rent 1s to be paid monthly, one month in advance.
- Management costs are added to the rent and cover the cleaning of
common areas and lighting etc.

@8Size & layout of houses

* The size of rental properties is shown as [543 0 ni] (30 nf) and this
area will include the toilet, bathroom, kitchen and living areas.
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+ The size of one room is expressed by the number of tatami mats that
would fit in the room. One tatami mat is about 1.6 ni. There will also
be more information that says if it is a Japanese-style or Western-style

room.
(@Facilities - Electricity, water and gas will be provided but it will be up
to you to arrange to use them (contacting each company)
- Lights, cooking stove and furniture etc are not provided.
@Transport - It usually states how far it is from the nearest station. For

example “8 minutes’ walk from Soka Station”

(2) What to do before signing a Rental Contract
(DA Rental Contract states the rights and duties of the landlord and the

tenant.

(@8Signing the contract shows that you agree with the contents and agree to
follow them. Make sure that you understand the conditions of the

contract.

(®What you will need to sign a rental contract
eResidence Card e Kazei Shoumei-sho (Taxation certificate)

e A guarantor or written oath e Seal registration certificate etc.

(3) How much you will need when you sign the contract.

(DRent * You have to pay a month’s rent in advance and so when you
sign the contract you pay that month’s rent and the next
month’s rent (2 months’in total)

+ Payment by automatic transfer is most common.
@Deposit - The tenant pays 1 to 3 months of the rent as a deposit to the

landlord at the time of signing the contract.

- When a tenant moves out, unpaid rent and the cost of
returning the property to its original condition is deducted
from this and the remaining money, if any, is then returned to
the tenant.

(®Key Money - This is paid to the landlord to say “Thanks” when the
contract is signed. It is usually 1 to 2 months rent and will

not be returned  when you leave.
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@®Real Estate Agent Fees
- It is usual to pay an amount equivalent to 1 month’s rent or
less to the real estate agent as a booking fee.
®Contract Renewal
+ Rental contracts are usually for 2 years.
+ When you renew your contract the landlord may ask you to
pay 1 months rent as a renewal fee.

(4) Other things you should be aware of

DOYou must not allow non-family members to live with you without the
permission of the landlord.

@You are not allowed to re-rent a part of or all of the rental property to
another person.

@ Renovations or redecorating require the approval of the landlord
beforehand.

@If you cancel your contract, be sure to give advance notice to your
landlord in accordance with your contract. If you move without telling
your landlord or don’t give notice in accordance with your contract, you
may not get your deposit back.

(®Before you sign the contract be sure to check the fees you will have to
pay when you move out. (one example is house cleaning charges)

(5) Where you can get help with housing in Soka.
Foreign Resident Housing Advisers in Soka
There is a list of Foreign Resident Housing advisers available at the
Intercultural Information Corner.

2% There are Foreign Resident Housing advisers in other cities in Saitama

Prefecture, too.

5. Other offices that can help with housing
« UR Toshi Kikou.(Housing Corp.) Omiya Office,
Shin-koshigaya branch  Tel. 048-990-5338

+ Saitama Housing Public Corp. Housing Help Desk  Tel. 048-658-3017
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