Guidebook Soka explains about life in Japan and
about how society works in 8 languages. Choosing
the information you need is easy with each topic
introduced in a separate pamphlet. Guidebook Soka
is available at the Registers Section and the
Intercultural Information Corner in the City Hall and
also at Service Centers.

Make use of thls to fuIIy enjoy your I|fe in Soka
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Intercultural Information Corner
Information and advice about life in Soka for foreign
residents is available from the volunteer staff at the

Intercultural Information Corner.
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IHH—% Guidebook Soka Topics

A-1 Visa Information
A-2  Foreign Resident Registration
[A-3 Family Register]
A-4  Seal (hanko)Registration

B-1-1 Housing

B-1-2 Moving & Resident Groups
B-1-3 Gas, water, phone etc.
B-1-4 Rubbish Disposal
B-2-1 Health Insurance
B-2-2 Nursing Care Ins.
B3  Getting Married
B-4-1 Pregnancy & Childbirth
B-4-2 Child Health

B-4-3 Parenting

B-5-1 Education

B-5-2 Learning Japanese
B-6 Tax

B-7  Working in Japan
B-8  Pension Programs
B-9-1 Drivers License
B-9-2 Cars & Motorbikes
B-9-3 Bicycles

B-10 Fun and Learning
B-11-1 Emergencies

B-11-2 Disasters

c-1  Local Facilities

c-2  Where to ask for help
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A-3 Family Register

Guidebook
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A-3 Family Register “KOSEKI”

Births, deaths and marriages etc. of Japanese nationals are recorded in the
Family Register. Even though Foreign Residents do not have such a
register, births, deaths, marriage and divorce should be reported to the
Registers Section of the City Hall. You should also report such items to the
government of your own country.

1. Birth Registration

If your child is born in Japan, get the Birth Certificate from the hospital
and submit it at the Registers Section of the City Hall within 14 days of the
birth (inc. the day of birth). *When a birth notice is submitted, the child
will be listed on the resident record as a “person who may continue to stay
transitionally in Japan by birth” which is valid for 60 days. Individual
Number (My Number) will be also granted.

In addition you have to go through the following procedures. Also refer to
B-4-1 Pregnancy & Childbirth of Guidebook Soka.

@ Apply for Child Allowance and register with the National Health
Insurance Program. (in case of a parent enrolled in) (at Registers Section)
*If your child cannot get a visa status within 60 days, Child Allowance and

National Health Insurance Program (in case of a parent enrolled in) may
be suspended.

@ Apply for a visa at the Immigration Bureau within 30 days from the date
of birth.

*If you get a Certificate of Residence Registration of your family including
new-born child at the Registers Section and apply for status of residence to
the Regional Immigration Bureau, the address will be printed on his/her
Residence Card.

@ Get a passport (at your embassy or consulate)

So as to apply for @@ above (a visa and get a passport for your baby),
apply for ‘Certificate of Birth Registration', ‘Acceptance Certificate of Birth
Registration' (need fees) and other necessary documents when you register
the birth. Contact the Regional Immigration Bureau and your Embassy to
confirm what you need.
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2. Death Registration
When a person dies, report the death to the Registers Section of the City
Hall (submit the Death Certificate) within 7 days. In addition, the following
DO~®@ procedures are necessary.
*Soka Citizens’ Welfare Funeral
This system is to subsidize a part of the funeral expenses for the citizens
who have financial difficulty to perform the funeral. The person who
performs the funeral pays 50,000 yen and the City pays the rest, on
condition that the funeral is in a standard style stipulated by Soka City
with the designated funeral firm.
For those who would like to use this system, contact one of the designated
funeral firms before reporting the death at the Registers Section of the
City Hall.

(D Report the death to your Embassy or Consulate

@ A Certificate permitting the burial or cremation is required if the burial
or cremation is to be given in Japan. (Get the certificate when you report
the death at the Registers Section)

@ Return the deceased person’s Residence Card to the Regional

Immigration Bureau within 14 days.

@ Return the deceased person’s passport to your embassy or consulate.
If it is your intention to return the deceased person’s body to their country
of origin without cremation or burial in Japan, along with the above
procedures, you should also submit the death certificate to your Embassy or
Consulate and prepare the necessary documents for transporting the
deceased person’s body. Confirm the details with your Embassy or

Consulate.
3. Marriage Registration = Refer to "B- 3 Getting Married".

4. Divorce Registration
To get a divorce according to Japanese laws, submit a notice of divorce to
the City Hall you live in. Confirm the details with your Embassy or
Consulate or at the City Hall. .
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*If your address, name, visa, status of residence, period of residence etc.
change because of the divorce, be sure to follow the necessary procedure at
the Regional Immigration Bureau.

*Those who stay with the status of “Spouse or Child of Japanese National”,
“Dependent” etc. must give notification to the Regional Immigration
Bureau within 14 days in case of divorce or bereavement.

5. Naturalization (Acquisition of Japanese Citizenship)
The procedure of a Foreign Resident getting Japanese Citizenship is
referred to as ‘Kika’. The permission of the Minister of Justice is necessary.
For further details contact the *Koseki-ka (Family Register Section) in the
Saitama District Legal Affairs Bureau. (*From January, 2016)

6. Choosing one Nationality
Persons who have dual nationality (Japanese citizenship and that of
another country) must decide by their 22nd birthday which nationality they
choose. (those who gain dual nationality after reaching age 20 must decide
within 2 years) If you fail to choose one nationality you may lose your
Japanese Nationality. For further details contact the *Family Register
Section in the in the Saitama District Legal Affairs Bureau.

(Enquiries)

+ Registers Section, City Hall Tel. 048-922-1542

+ Tokyo Regional Immigration Bureau Saitama Branch Office
Tel. 048-851-9671  1st. FI. of Saitama Dai-ni Houmu Sogo Chosha

+ Family Register Section, Saitama District Legal Affairs Bureau
2nd. F1. of Saitama Dai-ni Houmu Sogo Chosha Tel. 048-851-1000
*Need a reservation for consultation.

Address of Saitama Dai-ni Houmu Sogo Chosha: 5-12-1 Shimo-ochiai
Chuo-ku, Saitama-shi, Saitama (10-minute walk from Yono-honmachi
Station, JR Saikyo Line)
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